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APPLICATION CRITERIA FOR THE CENTURY & BICENTENNIAL FARM AWARD

Submission of an application does NOT guarantee an award.  A full judging process is carried out, and ALL application information must be complete, including submission of pictures and letters of reference.  A limited number of Century & Bicentennial Farms are recognized annually.  (Forum applications (presented 1/2020) are open to those farms located in our Western New York Region)

The New York State Agricultural Society honors Century/Bicentennial Farms each year at the Society’s Annual Agricultural Forum.  A Century/Bicentennial Farm is one that has been in continuous operation by the same family for 100/200 years or more owning and incorporating the original land purchase into the farm enterprise.  The farms must have reached their anniversary date on or before the forum presentation.
Family member(s) MUST BE an integral part of the day to day operation of the farm enterprise and the family must have implemented a strategy for continuation of a viable agricultural enterprise into the future.  Also, proceeds from the farm business must represent a significant portion of the current operator’s income.  When applying, we ask that you or a family representative(s) plan on attending the annual New York State Agricultural Society meeting held in January 2018 for the award presentation.

In order to be considered for this honor, you must supply all requested information and return your application by September 1st.  
Please supply the following information as your application submission:
Your submission should follow the numbered items below.  There are no space limitations.
Application Date: ______________



Century or Bicentennial Application (please note)
1. Full name of Current Farm Owner(s): 

2. Farm Name
  

3. Mailing Address

4. Town in which farm is located (if different from above address)
5. County





6. Phone
7. Email


8. Fax 

Farm History 

9. Relationship to first owner in family
10. Date of Original Purchase



11. Original purchase by






12. List Successive Family owners to present and their relationship to the present owner(s), include the year the farm property was transferred
Farm Description

13. Acreage of original purchase__________  

14. How is the original land purchase utilized in the present farm operation?
15. Acreage of present farm:  tillable____________    non-tillable_________

16. Estimated annual gross farm income. 

17. Please provide a brief description of the farm and its history.  Include information about type of farm (past & present), crops grown, livestock, etc.  (This information will be used to prepare the forum farm description.)  
18. List recognition and awards received by current / previous owners.

19. Describe any unique features of the farm or family you feel are appropriate.
Farm Management and Planning

20. Please briefly describe how management responsibilities are delegated, what plans are being made for the future, and what role farm services and organizations, such as Cornell Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau, Cooperatives and other farm services, play in management of the farm.  Be sure to explain what plans have been implemented to insure the continuation of a viable agricultural enterprise into the future.
Community Involvement:

21. Please describe how the present family members are involved in the community.  Community service often plays a major role in the legacy of Century Farms.

22. Please provide names and addresses of local newspapers and other media you would like notified regarding this award.

23. 8-10 photos MUST BE sent with the application.  (Photos – digital or printed  of family and farm, past and present, will be used for the awards presentation.  Please include current family and farm pictures and historical pictures and picture descriptions.)

24. Please provide a minimum of two (2) letters of support from community leadership (for example, Cooperative Extension, Farm Bureau, local officials, Historical Society, etc.)
25. Name of person submitting the application
26. By submission the farm family guarantees that they are in compliance with all state and federal regulations.
Please return this application by September 1st to:

Sandra Prokop, Century Farm Committee Chair
POB 5330, Albany, New York 12205
518-431-5633
or via email to sprokop@nyfb.org
Checklist of Materials:

· Completed application

· 8-10 photos of present and historical nature of farm enterprise

· 2 letters of support

· Other________________

Cent/Bicent. Award Regions:
Western Region, Application deadline 9/1/2019, Awarded 1/2020




Eastern Region, Application deadline 9/1/2020, Awarded 1/2021
Visit our website for listing of regions www.nysagsociety.org
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