
 O rganized to Foster, Promote and Improve the Food and A gricultural Industry in New York State

 Pla n n in g fo r the Fu tu re –  W ith a  S m ile
 A nnua l Forum  •  Ja nua ry 8, 2009  •  Syra cus e, N.Y.

 Pla n  to a tten d  the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety’s  177 th  A n n u a l M eetin g  a n d  Foru m  
 a s  we hos t a n  in form a tive d a y focu s ed  on  p la n n in g  for the fu tu re. Cha n g e 
 ha p p en s !  The q u es tion  is : How d o you  p rep a re a n d  wha t ca n  you  d o to m a k e 
 s u re you  a n d  you r bu s in es s  a re rea d y to fa ce it hea d  on ?  W ith the n ews  filled  
 with econ om ic u n certa in ty, la rg e s w in g s  in  en erg y a n d  com m od ity p rices , a n d  
 tra d ition a l bu s in es s  m etrics  s eein g  s ig n ifica n t cha n g e, the tim e is  rig ht to 
 review you r “ p la n ” .

 The Foru m  will in clu d e s es s ion s  a d d res s in g : S tra teg ic Pla n n in g , In terg en era tion a l 
 Tra n s fer a n d  Ris k  M a n a g em en t with in d u s try exp erts  a n d  fellow p rod u cers  
 wa lk in g  u s  throu g h their s u cces s es  a n d  cha llen g es .  W e welcom e you r 
 p a rticip a tion  in  thes e en g a g in g  s es s ion s  which a re tim ely to cu rren t con d ition s .

 A s  a lw a ys , the S ociety will p res en t the Cen tu ry Fa rm , Bu s in es s es  of the Yea r 
 a n d  Jou rn a lis m  a w a rd s  a t the a n n u a l Prid e of New York  a w a rd s  lu n cheon  
 where you  will d in e on  a  lu n ch of fin e New York  S ta te p rod u cts .

 W e will wra p  u p  the a ftern oon  s es s ion  on  a  lig hter n ote with the hig hly en g a g in g
 a n d  ren own ed  k eyn ote s p ea k er Da vid  O k erlu n d . Da vid  is  a n  a ccom p lis hed  
 s p ea k er, a u thor, ed u ca tor a n d  m otiva tor with a  lon g  his tory of work in g  w ith the 
 a g ricu ltu ra l in d u s try.  Da vid  will u s e his  wit, hea rtfelt k n owled g e of ou r in d u s try 
 a n d  d eep  in s ig ht a bou t cha n g e to en g a g e u s  a ll.  W ith a  who’s  who clien t lis t 
 in clu d in g  s om e of the bes t org a n iza tion s  in  the in d u s try, this  will be a  “ d on ’t 
 m is s ”  d is cu s s ion . 

 A ll a re en cou ra g ed  to s ta y for ou r even in g  a ctivities  to in clu d e the New York  
 Bou n ty Ba n q u et d in n er, a w a rd in g  of the FFA  Cha p ter of the Yea r, the 
 Dis tin g u is hed  S ervice Cita tion  a n d  the S ta te of the S ta te’s  A g ricu ltu re A d d res s  
 by NYS  Dep t. of A g ricu ltu re & M a rk ets  Com m is s ion er Pa trick  Hook er.

 W e look  forwa rd  to s eein g  you  in  Ja n u a ry!

 W atch you r m ail for Foru m  details  and als o a s pecial W ednes day night program  
 on Janu ary 7, 2009 s pons ored by the College of A gricu ltu re and Life S ciences  at 
 Cornell Univ ers ity.

 Presid en t’s M essa ge

 From  Sa n die Prokop

 A s  we d ea l w ith a ll tha t con tin u es  to 
 cha n g e, I wou ld  n ote tha t the on ly 
 con s ta n t we ha ve IS  cha n g e! W e 
 s tru g g le to tu rn  a g ricu ltu re’s  
 cha llen g es  in to op p ortu n ities . W e a re 
 con s ta n tly g row in g , lea rn in g  a n d  
 s eek in g  to m a xim ize ou r efficien cies , 
 m a rg in s  a n d  q u a lity of life.

 O u r Ja n u a ry 2009 foru m  p rom is es  to 
 be a  ben eficia l exp erien ce tha t w ill 
 s how u s  how to ta k e a d va n ta g e of 
 op p ortu n ities  a n d  be p rep a red  for 
 cha n g e… w ith a  s m ile! The p la n n in g  
 p roces s  is  in  hig h g ea r to brin g  you  a  
 p rog ra m  tha t w ill en erg ize, p rovid e 
 food  for thou g ht, a n d  ren ew the 
 s p irit.

 A lthou g h the focu s  of ea ch foru m  
 cha n g es  a n d  evolves , the S ociety’s  
 m is s ion  to im p rove NY a g ricu ltu re 
 throu g h ed u ca tion , lea d ers hip  
 d evelop m en t, a n d  recog n ition  
 p rog ra m s  is  con s ta n t. To con tin u e 
 tha t en d , we n eed  you r help . 
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 M em b ership… Ren ew  a n d  Recru it fo r 2009!
 Tod a y’s  New York  S ta te A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety rep res en ts  a n  u n p a ra lleled  
 op p ortu n ity for its  m em bers  to in volve them s elves  in  a  la rg e cros s  s ection  
 of New York  a g ricu ltu re. The S ociety exp lores  the is s u es  im p orta n t to ou r 
 a g ricu ltu ra l in d u s try every Ja n u a ry a t ou r A n n u a l Foru m , which is  cos p on s ored
 by the NYS  Dep a rtm en t of A g ricu ltu re a n d  M a rk ets .  N o oth er even t equ a ls  
 th e Society’s  An n u a l Foru m . It is  th e la rges t s ta tew ide a gricu ltu ra l 
 m eetin g brin gin g togeth er a ll s ectors  of th e food s ys tem  to explore 
 topics  critica l to th e fu tu re of N ew  York Agricu ltu re.  M a n y S ociety 
 m em bers  p la n  a n d  p a rticip a te in  the A n n u a l Foru m , a n d  the k n ow led g e 
 s ha red  a m on g  a ll a tten d ees  p rovid es  a  g rea t ben efit to ou r p res en t d a y 
 a n d  fu tu re a g ricu ltu ra l in d u s try.  

 For a  low a n n u a l m em bers hip  fee of $20.00 (or $200.00 for a  life m em bers hip ),
 ou r m em bers  a re ta p p ed  in to a  very la rg e com m u n ity from  fa rm  op era tors  to 
 a g ribu s in es s  to ed u ca tors  to g overn m en t officia ls , a ll of whom  w a n t to help  
 ou r a g ricu ltu ra l in d u s try to thrive a n d  g row.  M em bers hip  a n d  A n n u a l Foru m  
 p a rticip a tion  p rovid es  S ociety m em bers  w ith the bes t a g ricu ltu ra l 
 n etwork in g  op p ortu n ities  a va ila ble a n ywhere.

 M em bers hip  brin g s  two fin e p u blica tion s  (the S p rin g  a n d  Fa ll Cu ltiva tor) 
 rig ht to you r m a ilbox. It g ets  you  ea rly n otice of the A n n u a l Foru m , w ith 
 p rog ra m  in form a tion  a n d  d is cou n ted  reg is tra tion , a n d  ea rly in form a tion  
 a bou t S ociety s p ecia l p rojects , lik e the PBS  Docu m en ta ry a bou t tod a y’s  
 New York  A g ricu ltu re.  M em bers hip  in  the S ociety is  a  ba rg a in .  Ren ew  
 yo u rs to d a y a n d  refer a  frien d . Yo u  w o n ’t regret it!
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 2008 Con trib u tin g  
 M e m b e rs

 Please Renew 
 for 2009!

 S ilve r ($500)

 Am erican  Agricu ltu ralist 
    F ou n d ation

 Erie & Niagara In su ran ce

 F irst P ion eer F arm  Cred it, ACA

 L acy K atzen , L L P

 Richer F eed s

 Bron z e  ($250)

 Com m od ity Resou rce Corp

 Crist Bros. Orchard s, In c.

 Up state F arm s Coop erative, In c.

 Frie n d  ($150)

 Ag Core, In c.

 Am erican  D airy Association  &  
    D airy Cou n cil, In c.

 CAL S  Office of L an d  Gran t Affairs

 Corn ell Un iversity- NYS  Ag. 
    Exp erim en t S tation

 CY F arm s/Batavia Tu rf

 F ARM ING , The Jou rn al of 
    Northeast Agricu ltu re

 S u san  A. Hen ry

 Jefferson  Co. Agricu ltu ral 
    D evelop m en t Corp .

 M cCollu m  F arm s

 NBT Ban k

 New York Ap p le Association , In c.

 New York F arm  Viab ility In stitu te

 NYCAM H- NY Cen ter for Ag 
    M ed icin e & Health

 P atterson  F arm s In c.

 S eld en  S tokoe & S on s

 D avid  S hearin g & Elean or Jacob s

 S UNY Cob leskill

 S u stain ab le En ergy 
    D evelop m en ts (S ED )

 -2009 M EM BERS HIP-
 N YS  AG RICULTURAL S O CIETY

 M em b er Nam e : 

 Bu sin ess Nam e : 

 Ad d ress : 

 Cou n ty :    e-m ail : 

 P hon e : (work )    (hom e) 

 P lease circle :  In d ivid u a l A n n u a l M em ber ($20)  In d ivid u a l Lifetim e ($200)

 Bu sin esses :  Frien d  ($150)  Bron ze ($250)  S ilver ($500)  Gold  ($1,000)

 P lease circle :  (Prod u ction  A g ricu ltu re)  (Food  In d u s try)  (A g ribu s in es s )
 (Ed u ca tion )  (Govern m en t)  (Lobbyis t)  (Frien d )

 Com m od ities of In terest : 

 New M em b er Referred  By : 

 Plea se ren ew  yo u r M em b ership fo r 2009 a n d  Refer a  Frien d !
 Copy this  form  - u s e one for you r own m em bers hip and 

 introdu ce a friend or bu s ines s  as s ociate to join the S ociety!



 N ew  Yo rk FFA   Pres id en t A n n a  
 M etca lf p res en ted  the NYS  
 A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety w ith a  g old  
 p la ted  New York  FFA  is s u e John  
 Deere m od el Tra ctor. This  is  on e of 
 fou r tha t w ill be u s ed  to ra is e 
 a w a ren es s  of a g ricu ltu ra l ed u ca tion  
 a n d  the FFA  in  New York  S ta te. 
 Tra ctor #1 s old  a t the NY Fa rm  S how 
 A u ction  for $1200. Com e to the 
 Foru m  on  Ja n u a ry 8th a n d  the 
 S ociety w ill revea l the leg a cy p la n n ed  
 for this  s p ecia l g old  p la ted  tra ctor…

 In  New York  over 4000 you th from  
 107 hig h s chools  a re en rolled  in  the 
 FFA  a n d  A g ricu ltu ra l Ed u ca tion  
 cla s s es .

 Lo o kin g Fo r a n  Ea sy W a y to  S ho w
 Peo ple Ab o u t N Y Agricu ltu re? 

 DVDs  of “ The Perform ers ” , a  PBS  
 Docu m en ta ry p rod u ced  in  2007, 
 hig hlig hts  the va riety of p rod u cts  
 p rod u ced  on  New York  S ta te fa rm s , 
 a n d  the cu ttin g  ed g e techn olog y 
 k eep in g  a g ricu ltu re com p etitive in  
 a  g loba l econ om y.

 W ha t a re yo u  w a itin g fo r? 
 This  g rea t res ou rce is  rea d y a n d  
 a va ila ble to be s hown  a t:

 •  D irect M arket F arm s
 •  Ag Even ts
 •  F airs…

 DVDs  m a k e g rea t g ifts ! 

 To ord er: 
 Call Joyce Ham lin  at 
 (315) 453-2424, Ext 270
 E-m ail: joyce_ham lin @wcn y.org
 Cost: Ju st $19.99, p lu s s&h
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 An n u a l Fa rm  S a fety Aw a rd s
 At the 2008 Em pire Fa rm  Da ys

 The New York  S ta te A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety ha s  lon g  s u p p orted  fa rm  hea lth a n d  s a fety 
 p rog ra m s . Its  a n n u a l Fa rm  S a fety a w a rd  is  s p on s ored  by Ca rg ill, In c.; the S ociety 
 tha n k s  them  for their fin a n cia l s u p p ort a n d  their s tron g  in teres t in  p rom otin g  s a fety on  
 the fa rm .  The reward s of a p lan n ed  an d  m ean in gfu l farm  safety p rogram  d on ’t en d  
 w ith red u cin g sim p le in ju ries an d  d ow n  tim e. The reward s often  in clu d e savin g lives 
 of fam ily m em b ers an d  em p loyees. 

 A w a rd  con ten d ers  a re either s elf n om in a tion s  or a re n om in a ted  by a  p ers on  or 
 org a n iza tion  fa m ilia r with s a fety efforts  on  the fa rm . The fa rm s  recog n ized  this  yea r 
 received  a  com m em ora tive p la q u e a n d  a  $500 ca s h a w a rd .

 This  yea r, two fa rm  op era tion s  were recog n ized  for their excellen t hea lth a n d  s a fety a n d  
 em p loyee a w a ren es s  p rog ra m s . The fa rm s  were recog n ized  a t the a n n u a l A g ricu ltu ra l 
 Lea d ers hip  Lu n cheon  a t the 2008 Em p ire Fa rm  Da ys . They were s p ecifica lly hon ored  
 beca u s e of their exten s ive efforts  to en s u re the s a fety of fa m ily, em p loyees  a n d  vis itors  
 on  their fa rm s .

 Hid d en  V iew  Fa rm , LLC  is  loca ted  in  Cha m p la in , New York , in  Clin ton  Cou n ty. The 
 fa rm  wa s  n om in a ted  by S ha ron  S cofield , S u p ervis or of Ou trea ch a n d  Ed u ca tion  a t the 
 NY Cen ter for A g ricu ltu ra l M ed icin e a n d  Hea lth in  Coop ers town . The fa rm  is  own ed  
 a n d  op era ted  by Da n iel, Da le a n d  Don  Tetrea u lt. Bes id es  the own ers , the fa rm  ha s  4 
 fu ll-tim e a n d  11 p a rt-tim e em p loyees . In  her n om in a tion , S ha ron  S cofield  s ha red  the 
 Tetrea u lt’s  fou r p a rt s a fety p hilos op hy:

 1. Preven tin g  ha za rd s  in  the bes t m ed icin e for hea lthy fa rm in g . 
 2. S a fety tra in in g  is  n eces s a ry to lea rn  s a fe a n d  p rop er wa ys  to u s e eq u ip m en t. 
 3. No on e u n d er the a g e of 14 work s  a t the fa rm . 
 4. W ork ers  a g es  14 - 19 m u s t a tten d  yea rly s a fety tra in in g  in  Ja n u a ry. 
 Old er em p loyees  a re en cou ra g ed  to a tten d  s a fety p rog ra m s  to refres h their
 m em ory of s a fety ha za rd s . 

 Beca u s e Don  Tetrea u lt exp erien ced  a  s eriou s  tra ctor roll-over a ccid en t a  n u m ber of 
 yea rs  a g o, the fa m ily is  es p ecia lly s u p p ortive of Rollover Protective S tru ctu res  (ROPS ) 
 ed u ca tion . They reg u la rly hos t loca l fa rm  s a fety work s hop s  a bou t this  a n d  other 
 ha za rd s  on  the fa rm . Their efforts  help  ed u ca te n eig hbors  a n d  frien d s  a bou t s a fety 
 is s u es  on  fa rm s . Their s a fety efforts  ha ve p a id  ha n d s om ely. They ha ve n ot ha d  a  fa rm  
 in ju ry in  15 yea rs .

 O rcha rd  Da le Fru it Co m pa n y, LLC  is  loca ted  in  W a terp ort, New York . This  fru it fa rm  is  
 own ed  a n d  op era ted  by Robert Brown  II a n d  Eric Brown . Robert Brown  III ha s  join ed  
 the fa rm  bu s in es s  a n d  is  cu rren tly M a n a g er/ S a fety Director. He ha s  d evelop ed  a n d  
 im p lem en ted  a  com p rehen s ive s a fety p rog ra m  for the fa rm ’s  6 fu ll-tim e a n d  35 
 s ea s on a l em p loyees . S a fety is  a  p riority a t Orcha rd  Da le to p rotect a ll em p loyees  a n d  
 vis itors  from  ha za rd s  on  the fa rm . S a fety ru les  ha ve been  d evelop ed  a n d  exten s ively 
 com m u n ica ted  a n d  a ll a re exp ected  to obey them . The s a fety p rog ra m  is  reviewed  a n d  
 revis ed  reg u la rly by a n  em p loyee com m ittee.

 A t Orcha rd  Da le Fru it Com p a n y, the op era tors  k n ow tha t a  s u cces s fu l s a fety p rog ra m  
 req u ires  a  s tron g  effort by a ll m em bers  a n d  em p loyees  of the com p a n y. The s a fety 
 com m ittee reviews  a n d  d is cu s s es  the followin g  reg u la rly:

 1. A  critiq u e of g en era l s a fety a ctivities  s u rrou n d in g  ea ch work  loca tion , 
 n otin g  p os itive d evelop m en ts  a n d  ou ts ta n d in g  d eficien cies . 

 2. Pre-p la n n in g  for m a jor ha za rd ou s  work  s ched u les . 
 3. Dis cu s s ion s  of s a fety a u d its , O S HA  in s p ection s  or other in s p ection s . 

 S a fety a t Orcha rd  Da le Fru it Com p a n y is  on  on g oin g  tea m  effort tha t ha s  a llowed  the 
 own ers  a n d  em p loyees  to work  s tea d ily a n d  s a fely.



 Hu d so n  V a lley To u r 
 Boa rd  m em ber Da ve Tetor, a s s is ted  
 by M a rilyn  How a rd , coord in a ted  
 s om e g rea t tou rs  to coin cid e w ith ou r 
 S u m m er Boa rd  M eetin g  in  the bea u tifu l 
 a n d  his toric Hu d s on  Va lley.  

 O u r m eetin g  w a s  held  in  the A n n  Dys on  
 Room  in  the Hen ry A . W a lla ce Vis itors ’ 
 Cen ter a t the Fra n k lin  D. Roos evelt 
 Na tion a l His toric S ite in  Hyd e Pa rk . 
 Did you  know that M r. W allace was  
 not only FDR’s  Vice Pres ident, bu t 
 als o the S ecretary of A gricu ltu re?
 S a ra h Bra d s ha w, rep orter from  the 
 Pou g hk eep s ie Jou rn a l (a n d  a  recip ien t 
 of ou r Ca p  Crea l Jou rn a lis m  A w a rd ), 
 a tten d ed  the m eetin g  a n d  wrote a  
 g rea t fea tu re s tory a bou t the S ociety 
 a n d  p la n s  for the u p com in g  Foru m . 
 A fter bu s in es s  w a s  con d u cted , boa rd  
 m em bers  tou red  the FDR M u s eu m  
 a n d  Libra ry a n d  en joyed  s eein g  the 
 Roos evelt m a n s ion , fa rm  a n d  g a rd en s , 
 a n d  a g ricu ltu ra l m u s eu m .  In teres tin g  
 to n ote… in  FDR’s  p res id en tia l 
 ca m p a ig n  ru n  he lis ted  his  occu p a tion  
 a s  “ Tree Fa rm er” .

 Next s top  w a s  S ou thla n d s  Fou n d a tion , 
 a  200-a cre s cen ic hors e fa rm  in  
 Du tches s  Cou n ty, n ow hom e to a  
 boa rd in g , tra in in g  a n d  thera p eu tic rid in g  
 fa cility. The his tory of S ou thla n d s  a n d  
 a n ecd ota l biog ra p hy of its  rem a rk a ble 
 fou n d er, Debora h Dow s , is  a n  
 in teres tin g  rea d : www.s ou thla n d s .org
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 In  the Field ...
 S o ciety m em b ers “ to o k to  the field ”  this su m m er pro m o tin g a n  a w a ren ess o f o u r 
 o rga n iza tio n , its co n tem po ra ry co n trib u tio n s to  N ew  Yo rk a gricu ltu re, a n d  in tera ctin g 
 w ith the a gricu ltu ra l co m m u n ity.

 FDR and Eleanor welcom e vis itors .

 T heraptic riding les s on at Southlands .



 S ociety M em bers  s p en t three d a ys  in tera ctin g  w ith 
 hu n d red s  of folk s  con n ected  w ith New York  a g ricu ltu re…
 a  g rea t op p ortu n ity to p rom ote a w a ren es s  of ou r m is s ion  
 a n d  ou r u p com in g  a n n u a l foru m . In  a d d ition  to im p a rtin g  
 in form a tion , we were ea g er to hea r from  Fa rm  Da ys  
 a tten d ees  –

 “ Tell u s  a bou t a  jou rn a lis t d oin g  a n  ou ts ta n d in g  job 
 rep ortin g  on  a g ricu ltu ra l s tories  in  you r a rea ” … .” W hich 
 fa m ilies  in  the W es tern  ha lf of the NYS  ha ve con tin u ou s ly 
 op era ted  their fa rm s  for 100 yea rs  or m ore?”  … ” W ha t 
 a g ricu ltu ra l bu s in es s es  d em on s tra te q u a lity, lea d ers hip  
 a n d  in n ova tion  –d es ervin g  Bu s in es s  of the Yea r 
 recog n ition ?” … ” W ho ha s  d ed ica ted  his /her life’s  work  to 
 New York  a g ricu ltu re a n d  s hou ld  be n om in a ted  for the 
 S ociety’s  hig hes t hon or, the Dis tin g u is hed  S ervice 
 Cita tion ?”

 Tha n k s  to CA LS  for in clu d in g  u s  in  the Em p ire Bu ild in g , a n d  to Dick  Peters on , Ha n s  Ku n ze, Ca rol Dool ittle, 
 S u za n n e M a yer, Dick  Chu rch, Dia n e Held , Beth Cla yp oole a n d  Da ve Tetor for m a n n in g  the S ociety booth.

 N YS  Fa ir
 Tha n k s  to the s u p p ort a n d  en cou ra g em en t of S ociety m em bers , the S ta te Fa ir con tin u es  to retu rn  to it s  
 a g ricu ltu ra l roots  w ith s ig n ifica n t im p rovem en ts  a n d  in ves tm en ts  to p rom ote New York ’s  food  a n d  fa rm  in g  
 in d u s tries :

 • O p en ed  the very s u cces s fu l “ Prid e of New York  M a rk etp la ce”  s howca s in g  over 200 
 New York  S ta te food  p rod u cts . The “ M a rk etp la ce”  p u t a g ricu ltu re fron t a n d  cen ter – 
 g reetin g  fa irg oers  a s  they en tered  the m a in  g a te. 

 • In ves ted  over $600,000 in  u p g ra d es  to the 4-H You th Bu ild in g  a n d  You th A ren a  –
 the firs t im p rovem en ts  to thos e bu ild in g s  in  well over a  g en era tion .

 • Celebra ted  the op en in g  of the lon g -a w a ited  New York  M a p le Cen ter in  the Horticu ltu re Bu ild in g . 
 This  p erm a n en t fa cility n ot on ly brin g s  g rea t ta s tin g  New York  m a p le p rod u cts  to the 
 ten s  of thou s a n d s  vis itors  d u rin g  the Fa ir, its  d em on s tra tion  k itchen  s how s  fa irg oers  
 how to u s e m a p le s yru p  in  n ew a n d  d eliciou s  w a ys .

 • A n d  wha t n ow ha s  n ow becom e tra d ition , New York ’s  a g ricu ltu ra l lea d ers  g reeted  
 Govern or Pa ters on  a s  he en tered  the Fa ir on  O p en in g  Da y. Fa irg oers  were a ls o 
 in trod u ced  to the S ociety a t the W itter M u s eu m . 

 O n  a  s a d  n ote; this  w a s  the firs t New York  S ta te Fa ir held  in  d eca d es  w ithou t form er Fa ir Director a  n d  S ociety 
 Pres id en t, Bern ie Potter, a n d  he w a s  tru ly m is s ed .
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 Em pire Fa rm  Da ys

 Dennis  Rak a grape and willow tree grower from  Fredonia, chats  with Dick 
 Peters on, M em bers hip Chair.



 Rem em b erin g Bern ie

 New York  a g ricu ltu re los t a  d ea r frien d  in  M a y 2008 – the 
 S ociety exten d s  hea rtfelt con d olen ces  to the fa m ily of Bern ie 
 Potter, a n d  s ha res  fon d  rem em bra n ces  of a  rem a rk a ble m a n .

 “ The n a m e Bern a rd  Potter w a s  s yn on ym ou s  w ith a g ricu ltu re,”  
 writes  Debra  Groom , rep orter for the S yra cu s e Pos t S ta n d a rd . 
 “ Everybod y is  g oin g  to m is s  him ,”  hea d lin es  a n other fea tu re 
 s tory in  the Cortla n d  S ta n d a rd , “ … a fter a  lifetim e of lea vin g
  his  m a rk  on  the com m u n ity” .  Frien d s , fa m ily a n d  form er 
 co-work ers  s a y he w a s  a  m a n  who w a s  p rou d  of where he 
 ca m e from , bu t a lw a ys  rea d y to welcom e n ew p eop le a n d  
 exp erien ces  in to his  life. “ W ha t I lea rn ed  from  m y d a d  is  to live 
 m y life to the fu lles t, ta k e lots  of tim e for fa m ily a n d  frien d s , a n d  
 a lw a ys  bu ild  com m u n ity loca lly a n d  a rou n d  the world ,”  s a id  his  
 d a u g hter, Na n cy Potter, of Itha ca .

 Bern ie w a s  born  in  1922 in  Tru xton , NY to a  fa rm in g  fa m ily. He a tten d ed  Corn ell Un ivers ity 
 where he m et M a rg a ret S m ith who wou ld  becom e his  w ife a n d  lifelon g  p a rtn er for 63 yea rs .  
 They ra is ed  five child ren  a n d  ra n  a  d a iry fa rm  for m ore tha n  40 yea rs .  A  4-H lea d er, Cortla n d  
 Rota ria n , m em ber of the Gra n g e a n d  Tru xton   M ethod is t Chu rch, his  in volvem en t a n d  lea d ers hip  
 s p a n n ed  m a n y yea rs  a n d  ven u es .  Du rin g  his  ca reer Bern ie beca m e Tru xton  Tow n  S u p ervis or, 
 cha ired  the Cortla n d  Cou n ty Boa rd  of S u p ervis ors , Cortla n d  s erved  a s  Director of the New York  
 S ta te Fa ir, a n d  Dep u ty Com m is s ion er of the NYS  Dep a rtm en t of A g ricu ltu re a n d  M a rk ets .

 Bern ie w a s  a ls o a  lifetim e m em ber of the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety a n d  s erved  a s  Pres id en t in  
 1977 - ‘78, a  p os ition  tha t led  to his  bein g  s elected  a s  a  Corn ell Un ivers ity Tru s tee rep res en tin g  
 the field  of a g ricu ltu re from  1981 - ‘91.  Over the yea rs  he s erved  Corn ell in  m a n y ca p a cities ; 
 in  1982 he received  the CA LS  A lu m n i A s s ocia tion  O u ts ta n d in g  A lu m n i A w a rd  a n d  in  2004 w a s  
 n a m ed  a  cha rter m em ber of the Liberty Hyd e Ba iley Lea d ers hip  S ociety.  Bern ie w a s  a ls o a  
 recip ien t of the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety’s  hig hes t hon or, its  Dis tin g u is hed  S ervice Cita tion , 
 recog n izin g  a  lifetim e of s ervice to New York  A g ricu ltu re.

 O n e of his  a ccom p lis hm en ts  in  la ter yea rs  w a s  help in g  to s ta rt a  Pu m p k in  Fes tiva l weig h-off 
 con tes t.  He won  the even t a  cou p le of yea rs  w ith his  big g es t p u m p k in  a t 873 p ou n d s .  
 Du rin g  his  “ retirem en t”  Bern ie a ls o a u thored  two book s  of his  m em oirs   A  Cou ntry Farm  Boy 
 Rem em bers  I & II  which a re a va ila ble a t the Cortla n d  Free Libra ry.  W hen  the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l 
 S ociety celebra ted  its  175th a n n ivers a ry in  2007, Bern ie wrote his  recollection s  of S ociety 
 even ts  for the com m em ora tive p rog ra m  book . “ It a p p ea rs  tha t I held  the office of p res id en t 
 fa rther ba ck  tha n  a n y other livin g  p a s t p res id en t–if tha t’s  a n y d is tin ction !”

 In  his  m em oria l p rog ra m  Bern ie’s  fa m ily chos e to p rin t the follow in g  excerp t from  his  la s t 
 book : “ Yes , it ha s  been  a n  exp erien ce ju s t to s it d ow n  a n d  recou n t, in  two in s ta llm en ts , a  few 
 bles s in g s  of a  fu ll life. Don ’t g et m e wron g  – I’m  n ot rea d y to ca s h in  m y chip s  yet!  W hen  tha t 
 tim e com es  I ca n  on ly s a y, Tha n k  you , Lord , for a  lovin g  w ife; child ren  who ha ve m a d e u s  
 p rou d ; s ix g ra n d child ren  who followed  the s a m e rou te; g u id in g  p a ren ts ; a  s u p er s is ter a n d  
 brothers …  Pu t this  g ra titu d e a ll tog ether a n d  a d d  in  the m a n y op p ortu n ities  to s erve a  
 com m u n ity in  va riou s  w a ys  – wha t m ore cou ld  on e a s k  of a  life?  Pra is e the Lord .”

 Bern ie w ill be d eep ly m is s ed .

 P a ge 6

 Bernie Potter (1922-2008)



 The S ta te’s first Agricu ltu ra l Co llege in  
 O vid , N Y Co m m em o ra tes its 1853 Fo u n d in g

 Thank you  to Dick Peters on for repres enting the S ociety at this  com m em oration 
 in Ju ly and s haring rem arks  abou t the College’s  interes ting his tory:

 … It is  a  g rea t p lea s u re to p a rticip a te in  this  his toric occa s ion  a t the Gra n d view 
 Bu ild in g , the s ite of the firs t cha rtered  s ta te a g ricu ltu ra l colleg e in  the Un ited  
 S ta tes .  The jou rn ey tha t s evera l loca l a n d  s ta te lea d ers  took  to es ta blis h the 
 A g ricu ltu ra l Colleg e w a s  com p lica ted  by even ts , bu t their p ers is ten ce p reva iled  
 a n d  the colleg e beca m e a  rea lity in  1853 when  the NYS  Leg is la tu re p a s s ed  a n  
 a ct in corp ora tin g  the New York  S ta te A g ricu ltu ra l Colleg e, which John  
 Dela field , Pres id en t of the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety in  1851, ha d  lon g  
 cha m p ion ed .

 W e a re p rou d  tha t the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety p la yed  a  role in  a d va n cin g  the 
 ca u s e tha t lea d  to the fou n d in g  of the Colleg e a t this  very s ite.  A lthou g h the 
 NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety exis ted  lon g  before its  form a l org a n iza tion  in  1832 
 (Georg e W a s hin g ton  w a s  k n ow n  to ha ve corres p on d ed  w ith the S ociety to 
 d is cu s s  a g ricu ltu ra l is s u es ), the S ociety’s  p rim a ry role ha s  a lw a ys  been  to 
 “ Fos ter, Prom ote, a n d  Im p rove the New York  S ta te Food  a n d  A g ricu ltu ra l 
 In d u s try.”   O n e of the m ea n s  of d oin g  tha t w a s  to s u p p ort the  es ta blis hm en t of 
 a n  a g ricu ltu ra l ed u ca tion  s ys tem . Jes s e Bu el, a  m em ber of the NYS  Leg is la tu re 
 rep orted  tha t a  s chool of a g ricu ltu re s u p p orted  by the s ta te w a s  fa vored .  Jes s e
 Bu el w a s  p res id en t of the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety in  1834 a n d  1835.  John  
 Dela field  p rovid ed  the la n d  for the colleg e a t his  fa rm  in  O a k la n d , ju s t u p  the roa d
 n ea r Fa yette, bu t his  s u d d en  d ea th en d ed  tha t p la n .  La ter, citizen s  of Ovid  
 p etition ed  the s ta te leg is la tu re to loca te the colleg e here in s tea d  of in  Fa yette.  
 A s  p la n s  p rog res s ed , S a m u el Cheever w a s  a p p oin ted  a s  the Colleg e Pres id en t.  
 S a m u el Cheever w a s  Pres id en t of the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety in  1855.

 The res t, a s  we s a y, is  his tory.  S a m u el Cheever res ig n ed  a s  p res id en t two yea rs
 before the colleg e op en ed .  M a jor M a rs en a  Pa trick  w a s  a p p oin ted  the colleg e 
 p res id en t bu t his  ten u re a n d  tha t of the colleg e, w a s  en d ed  by the Civil W a r.  
 Bu t he d id  g o on  to becom e the NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety p res id en t in  1867.

 The clos in g  of the Colleg e d u e to the w a r d is a p p oin ted  thos e who ha d  work ed  
 s o d ilig en tly to es ta blis h the Colleg e here.  However, a s  we k n ow, ou r g ood  
 frien d , Ezra  Corn ell, a  tru s tee of the Colleg e, s ha red  the d rea m , a n d  he 
 ca p ita lized  on  the M orrill A ct of 1862 to s ecu re the fu n d s  a n d  leg is la tive s u p p ort
 to m a k e Corn ell Un ivers ity the s ite of New York  S ta te’s  La n d  Gra n t Colleg e.  
 You  m ig ht ha ve g u es s ed  tha t Ezra  Corn ell w a s  a ls o p res id en t of the NYS  
 A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety, s ervin g  in  1862.  

 The NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety ha s  been  a t the forefron t in  the es ta blis hm en t of 
 ou r a g ricu ltu ra l ed u ca tion  s ys tem .  It w a s  a  d rivin g  force in  the es ta blis hm en t 
 of  the Colleg e of A g ricu ltu re a n d  Life S cien ces  a t Corn ell.  It w a s  a  d rivin g  
 force in  the es ta blis hm en t of the other s ta te a g ricu ltu ra l colleg es  a cros s  New 
 York .  It w a s  the d rivin g  force in  the form in g  of the New York  S ta te Dep a rtm en t 
 of A g ricu ltu re a n d  M a rk ets  in  s ta te g overn m en t.  The S ociety fou n d ed  the New 
 York  S ta te Fa ir in  1841 a n d  op era ted  it for 58 yea rs  u n til it w a s  ta k en  over by 
 the NYS  Dep a rtm en t of A g ricu ltu re a n d  M a rk ets  in  1899.  

 The S ociety con tin u es  its  m is s ion  tod a y, a n d  we a re p rou d  tha t ou r p red eces s ors
 p la yed  s u ch a  k ey role in  the fou n d in g  of the firs t cha rtered  A g ricu ltu ra l Colleg e.
 Tha n k  you  for in vitin g  u s  to s ha re in  this  s p ecia l com m em ora tion  cerem on y.

 Richa rd  A . Peters on
 NYS  A g ricu ltu ra l S ociety Pres id en t, 2005, 2006
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 M em bers hip  in  the S ociety con n ects  
 a ll of u s  in volved  in  a g ricu ltu re; to 
 g row a n d  thrive req u ires  m em ber 
 s u p p ort.

 I en cou ra g e you  to ren ew you r 
 m em bers hip  for 2009 a n d  a s k  you r 
 frien d s  a n d  n eig hbors  to d o the 
 s a m e.  W e’ll a ll rea p  the rew a rd s . 

 En joy this  cop y of  The Cu ltiv ator
 a n d  s ha re it w ith a ll con tribu te to 
 New York ’s  p rem ier in d u s try.

 S an d ie P rokop , 
 P resid en t, New York S tate Agricu ltu ral S ociety

 Are YO U in terested  
 in  servin g o n  the 
 S o ciety Bo a rd  o r 
 o n  a  Co m m ittee?

 W e’re always  looking for 
 “ a few good agriculturalis ts ” 

 … willing to take an ACT IV E role 

 … and s trive for a balance 
 of repres entation:

 •  Geograp hical
 (...from  E,W ,N,S , & C 
 New York )

 •  Com m od ity/ In d u stry
 (Fru it, Da iry, Veg  Crop s , 
 Pou ltry, W in e....) 

 •  Gen d er

 •  P rod u cer/Grower , 
 Agri- Bu sin ess or 
 F arm  Organ ization

 The Boa rd  is  com p ris ed  of 20 
 m em bers : eig hteen  elected , a n d  two
 n om in a ted  by a g ricu ltu re to s erve 
 on  the Corn ell Boa rd  of Tru s tees . 



 N ew  Yo rk S ta te
 Agricu ltu ra l S o ciety
 493 Cha rlton  Roa d
 Ba lls ton  S p a , NY 12020
 www.n ys a g s ociety.org

 Pres orted  
 S ta n d a rd  

 U.S . Pos ta g e
 PA ID

 A lba n y, NY
 Perm it #1016

 K aren  Cartier

 Carol D oolittle

 P au l Eaton

 Jam ie Ed elstein

 Barb  Han selm an

 M arilyn  Howard

 Alan  K n ight

 Tod d  L ighthall

 S u zan n e M ayer

 D ick M cG u ire

 Joe P eck

 P at P eck

 Bill Rod ee

 M att Ryen

 Jessica S kin n er

 D ean  S m ith

 L arry Van  D e Valk

 Ton ya Van  S lyke

 N YS  Agricu ltu ra l S o ciety O fficers

 S a n d ra  Pro ko p ,  Pres ident
 M ike Ha yco o k ,  Vice Pres ident

 Eliza b eth A. Cla ypo o le ,  S ecretary
 Ha n s Ku n ze ,  Treas u rer

 Pen n y Herita ge ,  Execu tiv e S ecretary/Pu blicity

 Peter Pa m ko w ski,  NYS  Dept. of A g & M kts  Liais on

 Jim  V a n  Riper,  LEA D NY Liais on

 Directo rs
 Jo hn  N o b le ,  Cornell Tru s tee   •   Cra ig Yu n ker ,  Cornell Tru s tee

 2009
 Rob ert Colb y

 D on ald  Hou se

 W illiam  P eck

 S an d ra P rokop

 Cheryl Rogowski

 P eter Ten  Eyck II

 2010
 Jessica Chitten d en

 Richard  Chu rch

 Elizab eth Clayp oole

 Eric Hallm an

 M ichael Haycook

 Elwyn  Voss

 2011
 D ian e Held

 Han s K u n ze

 F red  P errin

 Richard  P eterson

 D ave Tetor

 Ju d i W hittaker

 Co m m ittee M em b ers

 V isit u s o n  the w eb  w w w.n ysa gso ciety.o rg
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