Be Recognized for Your Excellent Work in Agricultural Journalism

ENTER TO WIN A “CAP” CREAL JOURNALISM AWARD
Sponsored by the New York State Agricultural Society

Deadline for entries is September 1, 2011
Awards of $100 will be given at the Society’s Annual Forum luncheon
 at the Syracuse/Liverpool Holiday Inn on Thursday, January 5, 2012
The New York State Agricultural Society is pleased to announce the 32nd annual “Cap” Creal Journalism Award, designed to recognize and encourage positive and accurate media coverage of the events, people and issues related to New York State agriculture.  Every year the Agricultural Society awards journalism professionals with certificates and cash awards for their outstanding work covering agricultural issues in New York State.

This annual recognition program was created in 1978 to inspire journalists to increase the coverage of the numerous positive aspects of the state’s agricultural industry.  The annual program is named for Harold “Cap” Creal, a prominent agricultural leader and central New York farmer in his time.  


Anyone can enter the “Cap” Creal Journalism Award Contest.  You can either nominate yourself or you can nominate your favorite agricultural news story written by someone else.  Eligible entries must cover agriculture in New York State and be published or aired in professional media that is available to the public (general or agricultural). Entries must be authored or produced by the person with the byline or credit.  Entries must be published or aired between September 1, 2010, and August 31, 2011.  Only the person(s) with the byline or story credit will receive the award.  The awards program is broken into nine specific categories, as follows:  
Agricultural Media: Submissions in these categories must have been published or produced specifically for audiences involved in agriculture.

· Single Print Article: A stand-alone article that was written by one or more people.

· Print Series:  More than one article written by the same person(s) on a single theme and published on different dates in the same media outlet.  
· Editorial/Commentary: A single article that voices one person’s opinion.

General Media: Submissions in these categories must have been written for the general public, not an agricultural audience.

· Single Print Article: A stand-alone article that was written by one or more people.

· Print Series:  More than one article written by the same person(s) on a single theme and published on different dates in the same media outlet.  
· Editorial/Commentary: A single article that voices one’s opinion.

Electronic Media: Submissions in these categories must be produced for television, radio or the internet and differ only based on the length of the news program.  
· News Clip:  A news segment that is less than 3 minutes in length.

· News Feature:  A news format program that is 3 to 30 minutes long.

Internet Media: An article or clip initially created for and published exclusively on the internet.

· Print:  (blog, web feature, on-line article)

· Audio/Video:  (less than 10 minutes)
Photograph: Award given to the best photograph depicting agriculture, regardless of audience.

What is not eligible?  News releases, in news release form, are not eligible. “Membership-only” newsletters or periodicals are not eligible.  An entire issue of a newsletter or periodical is not eligible.  However, an editorial, column, commentary, article, or series within a newsletter or periodical that is available to the public is eligible.

Submitting an Entry

Print and complete the award nomination form: 2011 Cap Nomination and submit it with the original published/broadcast form of your entry.  Copies of an entry will not be accepted.  For print entries, please submit the whole “tear sheet,” not just a “clipped-out” section of the entry.  Limit one entry per person per each of the nine categories.  There is no entry fee.  Send entries to:

“Cap” Creal Journalism Award

c/o Jessica Ziehm

NYS Department of Agriculture & Markets

10B Airline Drive
Albany, NY 12235

This year’s “Cap” Creal Journalism Awards will be presented at the New York State Agricultural Society’s 180th Annual Forum luncheon at the Syracuse/Liverpool Holiday Inn on Thursday, January 5, 2012.

Questions?  Please email jessica.ziehm@agmkt.state.ny.us or call 518-457-8889
